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Foreword by Chairman of East Markham Parish Council 

1 The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by a dedicated steering group, (a mix of parish 

councilors and local people) on behalf of East Markham Parish Council. The aim is to reflect the 

wishes and aspirations of everyone in the village.  

2 To prepare a plan such as this has meant that the Steering Group had to grasp the many 

challenges that the planning process provides.  They have been ably assisted by Bassetlaw 

District Council and a neighbourhood planning consultant. 

3 The power to produce a Neighbourhood Plan is a new power and we wanted to seize this 

opportunity to work alongside Bassetlaw District Council to help shape the future of East 

Markham. 

4 This Plan cannot prevent development in the village but it can influence its appearance and the 

type of housing that is built.  Within the plan you will see a number of policies to tackle concerns 

highlighted by the community as a whole.  Once the plan is "made" any future planning 

application has to take it into consideration.   

5 The production of a Neighbourhood Plan also means that the Parish Council will have access to a 

higher proportion of Community Infrastructure Levy money, which will be used to deliver the 

projects that have been identified within it. 

6 The production of this Plan has not been easy, it has taken several years and lots of meetings but 

we think the effort is worth it to get a say in how East Markham Parish should grow over the 

ƴŜȄǘ мр ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ the production of such a thorough Plan.  

 Dan Littlewood 

   Chair of East Markham Parish Council 
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2  What is the East Markham Neighbourhood Plan?  

 

1 This Neighbourhood Plan is a new type of land use planning document prepared by the 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) made up of residents and councillors from East 

Markham Parish Council. It is a document with statutory authority under the Localism Act 

2011 ŀƴŘ ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ΨƳŀŘŜΩ ōȅ Bassetlaw District Council (BDC) it will be used by  

a) Planners at Bassetlaw District Council in assessing planning applications 

b) Developers as they prepare planning applications for submission to BDC 

2 The Plan has been prepared by East Markham Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group on 

behalf of East Markham Parish Council. It covers the whole of the Parish of East Markham 

and sets out planning policies for the Neighbourhood Plan Area for 2016-2031. This time 

frame extends beyond the existing Core Strategy reflecting the fact that BDC are preparing 

a new Local Plan and that new evidence (like the Strategic Housing Market Assessment 

2014) has been produced to cover the period to 2031. This Neighbourhood Plan is in 

general conformity with the district policy and is supported by the evidence base for the 

emerging Local Plan. 

 

Map 1: East Markham Neighbourhood Plan Area 
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3  Why do we want a Neighbourhood Plan?  

 

3 This Neighbourhood Plan process has provided the opportunity for the community to 

consider how they would like the village to grow over the next 15 years. What type of 

housing is needed, what growth in services would be desirable and how can the narrow 

roads through the village accommodate the growing numbers of cars owned by residents?  

4 The East Markham Neighbourhood Plan seeks to: 

Á promote a constructive dialogue with developers before a planning application is 

submitted, 

Á ensure that, where possible, development brings with it additional community benefits 

like a new shop, public open space and a new school 

Á ensure that the heritage assets of the village are protected and where possible 

enhanced, 

Á provide housing that meets local needs, 

Á improve surface water control, 

Á create a connected network of footpaths around the village, 

Á ensure that a new East Markham Residential Parking Standard is implemented to 

prevent new developments creating additional dangerous on-street parking on the  

narrow roads of the village. 

5 East Markham has experienced significant growth in the past 10 years. Developer interest in 

the village shows no sign of abating and speculative applications on land within and 

adjoining the village continue to be submitted.  

6 Development in East Markham in recent years has been for large executive houses designed 

using standard materials that can be seen in many settlements across England. This 

combined with the trend towards East Markham households having more than two cars has 

created concern about the need for planning policies to reflect the issues in East Markham. 

7 Despite the increase in population by 7% since 2001 the village has lost a number of local 

shops including the village shop, post office and butchers (although it still has a thriving 

village school).  

8 There is a concern amongst the community that developer led planning applications have 

been shaping the future growth of the village. This could lead to development that is 

unsustainable if the social, economic and environmental issues in the parish are not a key 

consideration in the preparation of development proposals.  

9 Map 2 shows the sites that have secured planning permission since 2000. Permission for 50 

houses has been granted in the last 3 years.   
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Map  2: Sites that have secured planning permission since 2000 

 

4  How does the Neighbourhood Plan work within the planning system and with other 

strategic policies?  

10 Bassetlaw District Council is responsible for preparing the strategic and development 

management planning policies for the District which are contained in the Local 

Development Framework / Local Plan. 

11 The Localism Act 2011 gave new powers to Parish Councils to produce a Neighbourhood 

tƭŀƴΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛǎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴΣ ǿƘŜƴ ΨƳŀŘŜΩΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊƳ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

development plan alongside the Bassetlaw Local Development Framework / Local Plan. 

National planning guidance states that planning applications must be determined in 

accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwiseΦέ 

12 This Plan is written to be in conformity with adopted District planning policies.  It has also 

been drafted in the context of the National Planning Policy Framework and more recent 

district wide studies to support the preparation of a future Local Plan and a statistical 

analysis commissioned by the NPSG (the Rural Place Profile). These reports are: 

a) Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) 2014 

b) Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) 2013 

c) Residential Design Successful Places: Supplementary Planning Document 2013 

d) Open Space Report 2012 

e) Association of Councils for Rural England (ACRE) Rural Place Profile 2013 

f) Housing Needs Survey 2012  
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13 These neighbourhood plan policies are also written within the context of District and 

County policies which also aim to support sustainable development. For example, 

bƻǘǘƛƴƎƘŀƳǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Policy WCS2 of the Nottinghamshire and Nottingham 

Replacement Waste Local Plan Part 1; Waste Core Strategy 2002 and the Nottinghamshire 

Minerals Local Plan 2005 requires that all development should be designed, constructed 

and implemented to minimise the creation of waste, maximise the use of recycled materials 

and assist the collection, separation, sorting, recycling and recovery of waste.   

14 Developer contributions towards improved public transport services and infrastructure for a 

site will be required. Sites/schemes that afford access to existing public transport facilities 

should be given priority for development. Nottinghamshire County Council Transport & 

Travel Services will wish to explore with developers the provision of contributions for the 

provision of public transport services and waiting facilities including real time departure 

displays and raised kerbs, through Section 106 agreements. 

15 It is expected that development in East Markham will also need to meet County policy 

requirements where applicable. As for example Nottinghamshire Counǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ tƻƭƛŎȅ 

WCS2 as detailed above.  

5  Consultation  

16 The Steering Group recognised consultation was key to successfully developing a 

Neighbourhood Plan for East Markham Parish. The production of a Neighbourhood Plan 

requires an open process and on-going consultation.  It also requires the involvement of a 

wide range of people young and old and from across the parish.  

17 The Steering Group Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ Ǿƛŀ 9ŀǎǘ aŀǊƪƘŀƳΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

Facebook page, regular updates in the Retford Times, open meetings and a session in the 

secondary school with young people.  Progress on the Neighbourhood Plan is also reported 

to the Parish Council as a standing item and the minutes are available on the East Markham 

Parish Council web site.  

18 This has ensured that all residents have not only been kept informed about the process but 

have had the opportunity to influence the extent and scope of the Plan.  

19 The key consultation events and activities that shaped the production of this plan are 

summarised in the Consultation Statement that was submitted with the final version of this 

Plan.  

6  Status of Projects and Actions 

20 One of the immediate benefits of preparing this Neighbourhood Plan is that the community 

and the Parish Council have identified a series of actions directly related to the Plan policies 

which will play a key part in the implementation of this Plan.   These Actions and Projects 

are important to the community and whilst they are not part of the Neighbourhood Plan 

they are listed in Appendix A.  

21 BDC has a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Policy. The Parish Council will 

secure some CIL monies as and when development takes place once this Neighbourhood 
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Plan is made. Whilst this is, of its nature dependent, on the amount of development that 

takes place it does   provide an opportunity to lever in other public funds which could be 

used to implement projects that will help achieve the objectives of this Neighbourhood 

Plan.  The identification of Projects as part of the Neighbourhood Plan process also serves 

to show local people how the Parish Council propose to focus this investment. 

7  East Markham in Context  

22 The Parish of East Markham covers approximately 790 hectares with the village in the 

southern part of the parish and extensive agricultural land around. The Parish is in the south 

east of Bassetlaw District to the north of the border with Newark and Sherwood District 

Council. The Parish is bordered by the East Coast Main Line  (north ς south)  the A57 and 

the A1.   

23 Retford, a market town, is 7 miles to the north west and Tuxford, a smaller market town, is 

1mile to the south east. 
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Map 3: East Markham Parish within Bassetlaw District 

 

 

7a History and Heritage 

24 East Markham was designated a Conservation Area (CA) in 1982 and the boundary enlarged 

in 2014. Map 4 is in Appendix E and areas A and B are the land that was included in the new 

CA boundary when it was extended. The Conservation Area Appraisal (CAA) provides a 

detailed analysis of the history and architectural value of much of the village and is available 

on the neighbourhood plan web site (http://www.eastmarkhamnp.org.uk) in the 

Documents section. 

http://www.eastmarkhamnp.org.uk/
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25 The 21 listed buildings and one scheduled ancient monument are shown on map 4 (see 

Appendix E) along with the positive buildings (or locally designated heritage assets) 

identified by BDCs conservation officer.1 

26 East Markham has Anglo Saxon origins and was a former market town. Its location on the 

old Lincoln Road and near the Great North Road are key to its existence and evolution.  

27 The village contains a ΨǇƭŜǘƘƻǊŀ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘŜǎΩ2 including the 15th Century 

church and village green. 9ŀǎǘ aŀǊƪƘŀƳΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ evident particularly 

dovecotes and malt houses. (see map 4) 

28 East Markham had a flourishing market from the 15th Century but in 1609 when the plague 

swept through the village the market moved to Tuxford and never returned.   

29 The soil around East Markham is ideal for growing fruit and hops and the village has an 

annual Apple Day in October to celebrate the abundant apple harvest. Fruit trees and the 

remains of orchards are still evident around the village. One privately owned orchard 

contains a range of heritage apple trees and ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ 

character.   

 

30 The construction of a bridge over the River Trent at Dunham in 1830 made the Lincoln Road 

a bustling thoroughfare supporting coaching inns, brewhouses and enabling its agricultural 

produce to be exported around the region. In 1852 the Great Northern Railway was 

completed. It runs immediately to the east of the village and the sidings at Askham Road 

were used to transport local produce to market. In 1886 200 tons of plums are recorded as 

leaving these sidings.3 

                                                           
1
 For Listed Buildings and Scheduled Monuments see National Heritage List for England at 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/ for non-designated heritage assets see 
http://www.bassetlaw.gov.uk/everything-else/planning-building/conservation-heritage/bassetlaw-heritage-
mapping.aspx 
2
 from Conservation Area Appraisal 2014 

3
 from Conservation Area Appraisal 2014 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
http://www.bassetlaw.gov.uk/everything-else/planning-building/conservation-heritage/bassetlaw-heritage-mapping.aspx
http://www.bassetlaw.gov.uk/everything-else/planning-building/conservation-heritage/bassetlaw-heritage-mapping.aspx









































































































